Bible Characters — Samson 
(Judges 13 to 16) 


Samson’s life and the events surrounding his calling and activity as Israel’s Judge are among the 
most memorable records in the OT. The Hebrews at the time are extremely suppressed by the 
Philistines, and Samson’s dedication hereby as a Nazarite, stands out (Judges 13:4-5, 7). Notably, 
he is commanded not to drink alcohol, touch a dead corpse, and never to have his hair cut. 
While his personality and character reveal a lack of self-control, which eventually turns him 
away from godly obedience, it is worth noting that God is with him, up until the fateful moment 
when he gives in to pride. 


The Bible reveals that God is actively involved in Samson’s life, as related to his parents before 
his birth to initiate God’s rescue mission from the Philistines (Judges 13:5). His actions, such as 
his initial marriage choice is orchestrated by God (Judges 14:4) which appears odd to his parents 
and displeases them. In many other instances, we learn that God has sent the Holy Spirit to 
enable Samson to do God’s will (Judges 13:24-25), protect him from a lion attack (Judges 14:5- 
6), enabling him to kill 30 men and taking their clothes (Judges 14:19) — as part of God’s 
sovereign plan and purpose, pointing to the divinely ordained rescue mission from the 
Philistines, and then defeating a thousand Philistines with a donkey jaw bone (Judges 15:14). 


While God also looks after Samson’s needs — supplying water to drink — in response to his prayer 
request (Judges 15:18-19), things go downhill, as manifested in Samson’s relationship with 
Delilah. He succumbs to her evil scheme, and finally reveals the source of his strength (Judges 
16:17). Hereby, breaking his Nazarite vow, leading to his demise and capture, not realizing that 
God had left him (Judges 16:20). Had God left him permanently? 


In summary, though our focus may be centered on the person and events surrounding Samson, 
we must not ignore God and His sovereign rule over everything (people, places, events and 
especially His divine will). In the 20 years, Samson had judged Israel (Judges 16:31), only in 
hindsight — after God gives Samson the final victory over the Philistines — do we see our Lords 
sovereign plan, purpose and timing accomplished, along with Samson’s (single and only) 
penitential prayer of repentance to the Lord (Judges 16:23-31). Our main lesson here, is that it is 
a repentant, contrite and humble heart, that is required of us, so that God can (if He chooses to) 
to intercede on our behalf. Just as Jesus calls out to the Father, while also being ‘God in the 
flesh’ (Mark 14:36; Matthew 26:39; and especially Matthew 27:46 revealing His feelings of 
abandonment) — we do well to do the same, of calling on God as the Bible tells us to do Jonah 
2:2; Matthew 7:8; Acts 2:21; Romans 10:12-14 and Galatians 4:6). 
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